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Mass of the Sun.
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G and a_ must be known to get the mass of the Sun in physical units (kg, etc.)

Determining a_ is also necessary to determine the absolute scale of the solar system and thereby

use the parallax method to determine the true distance to nearby stars, which begins the cosmic
distance scale.
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Determining the AU is "zeroth" rung on cosmic distance ladder.

Necessary for using the "first” rung on cosmic distance ladder: stellar parallax.
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C[ e € d & ae are in the same distance units define "parsec” (parallax-arcsec)
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defn: 1 parsec = distance at which the
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Astronomical version using specialized units of "parsec™: d




