	OBSERVING LABPRIVATE 



	Astronomy 1010-1020 Extro–class Lab
	

	Name ____________________________
	Class-Section _________________

	Procedure:  Each student may complete two Observing Labs at the North Georgia Astronomical Observatory (NGAO).  You are strongly encouraged to complete both Observing Labs as soon as possible during the semester.  The requirements for one Observing Lab are:  Visit the observatory two nights and observe at least four celestial objects through the telescope/s.  You must check in each time you visit the observatory.  The observatory will be open most clear nights, Monday through Friday.  Call the observatory information line at 864-1470 after 5:00 p.m. EST (or 7:00 p.m. EDT) to determine if the observatory will be open that evening.  The information line may also provide information about public planetarium shows and special events.

Record your observations on the sheets provided by drawing what you observe through the telescope.  Also record the date, approximate time, telescope used (16" Boller & Chivens, 8” Meade-SCT, 5" Celestron-SCT, etc.), sky condition (clear, hazy, etc.), and object observed.  (See example below.)  Try to draw the object immediately after you observe - not later when your memory will be less reliable.  You may want a second look while you are at the telescope.  A clipboard or stiff writing tablet and flashlight with a red filter will be useful for drawing at the observatory.  Keep this instruction page and draw your observations on the available record sheets.

[image: image5.wmf]The number of clear nights per semester is extremely variable in Dahlonega, so it is best to try to attend on the first clear night.  Waiting till near the mid-point or end of the semester often results in a zero for the lab.  All the labs including the observation lab are graded on a ten-point scale.  The observation lab is graded as follows: 1st sign-in = 5 points; 2nd sign-in = 5 points;
2 observation sheets = 1 point; +1 point for every extra check-in after you complete two observation labs.  (Drawings are not required for the extra check-ins.)
RECORD YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE OBSERVATORY ON THE CHECK- IN SHEET.


TELESCOPIC OBSERVING LAB ( OBSERVATION SHEET ) 
Astronomy 1010-1020 Lab

Name ________________________________    Class-Section ___________

Observation Sheet:   1    2    (circle one)
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Date:


Time:


Telescope:


Sky Condition:


Object Observed:
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EXAMPLE OBSERVATION








