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* Different perspectives

* Sociological: background, characteristics
* Agency: the ‘Electoral Connection’
* Incumbency: constituency service; re-election
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Political Parties

* Definition: organized to contro/government
through elections

* Select candidates
* Recruit, Nominate 7
* Elect candidates e e
* Get out the vote (GOTV), Facilitate choice
* Organize and staff government
* Congress: majority/minority; Executive: appointments

Political Parties
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Political Parties

*CurrentParty
Strength by Region
* 2018 party identification &
hy state
: Northeast, G
: South, Upper Midwest, Plains
* Notice: BOTH are competitive in MANY areas!




Elections

* Voting Cues

* Party ldentification: socializati ' . R
*Issues A
* Manipulation? > i

* Candidate characteristics
* Background, demographics
* Personality

* Parties were once ‘people-hased’
* They are now ‘capital-intensive’
* Polling, Media, Mail, Phones, Weh, Public Relations
* These require
* Limits make fund-raising harder
* Individuals/PACs are limited, Public funds (Pres)
* Candidate/independent spending not limited

* Reform
* 1970s: major contribution limits, public funding
*1990s: Concerns over ‘soft money and ‘issue ads’
* 2002: Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (BCRA)
* Bans national ‘soft money’; Restricts ‘issue ads’
* Issue ad loopholes?
* Non-profit ‘527 groups...




Campaign Finance

*2010:
* Citizens Ynited v. FEFC
* Allows unlimited spending by Corporations and Unions
* SuperPACs
 Can raise/spend unlimited money (but can't donate)

* ‘50T groups: not political..?
* End Lecture




