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Questions and comments for you to consider as you watch “La Haine;” choose one or two of your liking for your next composition (4), this time in English.

· As the story unfolds, it will come to focus on a handgun that one of the youths manages to recover from a police officer during a riot. Notice the shimmering, unearthly, and fantastical way this handgun is portrayed in the film. Why is this?

· Notice the settings of the film; the sharp-in-the-frame, static, immobile buildings of the banlieue; the strangely isolating, transitory, salutary nature of the train, and the unfamiliar, almost alien nature of the Parisian central city. What is this about? 

· You will note that in the French banlieue, there is a much higher degree of diversity and mixing of the races that we see in the American Inner City. Why is this?

· How does racism manifest itself in the film? There’s the overt level, of course, but are there more subtle manifestations? How does this compare with the situation in the U.S.? Why do you think that is?

· And finally, the Police. What is their job in a world such as this? What are society’s expectations of them? Are those expectations fair? Why or why not?
