March 11, 2008
Dear Colleagues:

As you saw in January communication, the date for Foreign Language Day at North Georgia College & State University has been set for Thursday, April 16, 2009.  We hope that this date will be convenient for you and your students.  This year, the registration fee is again $1.75 per student.  To insure that your places are reserved, your check (made payable to North Georgia College & State University) MUST accompany the registration form.  Please mail the check and registration form directly to me, Alvaro Torres-Calderón, FLD Director, postmarked no later than Friday, April 3. If you’re on vacation that week, please mail it the week before! 

You may attend FLD only if you have students participating.  Your students must be currently enrolled*(see definition below) in your high school in the language of their presentation or exhibit.  Due space constraints, we must provisionally limit each school's registration to 30 attendees** (see exceptions below), and will accept them on a "first come, first served" basis.  We will determine who is "first" by the postmark on your registration envelope, which must contain your completed registration form and registration fee.  I'm sorry, but we won't make any verbal commitments or accept any faxes regarding your registration. 

ONGOING THIS YEAR is the fact that exhibits will be displayed the ABC rooms of the Student Center, one floor above the Auditorium/Great Room area. It is a very large room with both stairwell and elevator access, and we can accept a large number of exhibits. You do not need to tell us the exact number of exhibits on the registration form, but a rough estimate would be helpful.  

Enclosed you will find the following (please copy as needed or download from the FLD website***):

· Registration Form

· Tentative Schedule

· Regulations for exhibits (including Creative Writing, Language Bowl, Performing Arts, and Skits)

· Stage Diagram (we know it's not great, but it's the only one we have.)

· Exhibit Identification Form 

· Creative Writing Identification form 

*Currently enrolled means that in theory, your prospective student must, at the time of Foreign Language Day, be enrolled in a language course in the same language in which s/he plans to participate. For those schools who are on the "block" system, this definition extends to students who are "between blocks," or ongoing in their language studies. The idea is to allow as many active language students as possible to participate while preventing "graduates" (students who have finished their language studies) from taking opportunities away from current enrollees simply because they're more accomplished. If you have students who would like to participate but are not covered by this definition, please contact me at the coordinates below and let me know the following information. Perhaps we can accommodate them.

· How many students are affected?

· In what languages were they last enrolled and when?

· In which events do they wish to participate?
**If you would like to bring more than 30 students, please attach a note to the registration form letting me know how many more students you would like to bring as well as your school telephone number and the hours you can be reached, or your e-mail address. I will notify you if we have extra room.

***http://www.ngcsu.edu/Academic/Arts_Let/ModLang/FRENCH/BMann/Resources/FLD/FLD.shtml

More notes:

Creative writing: 

· We must receive your entries no later than Friday, April 10 at 5:00 p.m. No late arrivals will be considered. Please deliver all entries for this category directly to Dr. Jim Chesnut in time to make this deadline. E-mailed entries will be considered as well, but please understand that the judges are likely to consider them as unimpressive compared with more tangible, hand-prepared work.  

Art: 

· This is creative work inspired by your students' interpretation of target cultures. Dr. Michel Marling DeCuellar of the Fine Arts Department or a designee of his choosing will be in charge of this category.

Skits and Performing Arts: 

· Mr. Nicolás Hu will again be our stage director this year.  Please read the registration instructions for this category carefully. We have made some changes in the rules regarding props, instrumentation/amplification equipment, and set-up/tear-down time.

· Please note the enclosed stage diagram, which indicates how much room "full stage," "half stage," and "apron only" involve.

· Due to University and State fire regulations, THE USE OF ANY AND ALL INCENDIARY, EXPLOSIVE, OR OTHERWISE PYROTECHNIC DEVICES IS BOTH ILLEGAL AND EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN.
Language Bowl: 

· The winning team in each round of Language Bowl will go to the final round, which will be comprised of three teams only. 

· Although the tentative schedule indicates that Language Bowl will begin at around 11:30, if we finish Skits and Performing Arts early, we will move right into Language Bowl. Please tell your students to be available!
· Remember that we do not need the names of the students who are competing in the Language Bowl, but we must know exactly how many students are competing in each language(s). There must be a total of four students. The number of students in each language cannot be changed at the last minute, as we prepare every question ahead of time.  

· Please ask your students to SPEAK UP AND ENUNCIATE when they are answering questions.  The judges can only make their decisions based on what they hear or don't hear.  

· In the spirit of fair competition, native or "heritage" speakers of French, Spanish, German, and Chinese may not compete in the language in which they are so skilled. They should compete in another language.  Any efforts to circumvent this policy will be construed as cheating, and will result in the disqulification of the offending team.

Mr. Nicolás Hu, Director of the Language Lab, or a delegate of her choosing, will be hosting demonstrations of our new digital language learning facility. If you and your students are interested in a hands-on demonstration, please plan a visit to Dunlap Hall 317 at 9:00, 9:15, 9:30, or 9:45 AM. We will have someone available in the Great Room available to guide you. There will also be Campus Tours.

Please return the registration form as soon as possible, because space is limited and time is short.  If you have questions, please give me a call.  We look forward to having you and your students attend Foreign Language Day.

Sincerely,

Alvaro Torres-Calderón








Coordinator, Foreign Language Day






Phone: (706) 864-1978, Fax: (706) 864-1485




E-mail: atorrescalderon@ngcsu.edu
Web site link: http://www.ngcsu.edu/Academic/Arts_Let/ModLang/FRENCH/BMann/Resources/FLD/FLD.shtml
